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referred them to their causes, and so on as far back
as we can go, we find no power in ourselves to bring
about the postulates from which an explanation of
the observed phenomena was deduced, or to do any-
thing at all analogous.

But that there should be such a difference in
the readiness with which a conviction of design is
brought about need not surprise us; that is only
what might have been expected from our acquaint-
ance with the mode of working of our fellow-
creatures, and ignorance of the mode of working of a
Being so immeasurably above ourselves as He must
be by whom these things were designed.

When we have arrived at the conception of will,
design, as belonging to the First Cause, we are apt to
form a conception of a personality subject to limita-
tions such as belong to personality as we know it
in ourselves. Perhaps some conceptions which we
acquire through the study of science may aid us in
the endeavour to form some sort of idea, however
imperfect, of a personality free from such restrictions.
Take some general natural law at which we have
arrived, suppose the law of gravitation. We conceive
of it as belonging to matter, however remote, as not
only retaining the moon in her orbit round the earth,
and the planets in their orbits round the sun, but as
regulating the relative motions of the components of
a double star, situated though it be at a distance which